
Newcastle’s Madadeni Hospital pharmacy 
staff were overjoyed to be given the 
opportunity to host UKZN final year 
pharmacy students in the Decentralised 
Clinical Training Programme. 

‘The students were well-behaved, respectful 
and very eager to learn,’ said pharmacy manager 
Mr Nathi Mchunu.

‘We really wish we had more time with them,’ 
said pharmacist, Mrs Vereesha Soorju. 

The DCT programme is an initiative of the KZN 
Department of Health and UKZN in response 
to the Minister of Health’s call to optimise 
service delivery and to increase Health Care 
Professionals in all areas of the health spectrum.  

Soorju worked extensively with the students 
doing ward rounds together with the assistance 
of doctors. ‘They were really eager to learn and 
showed a lot of interest, asking important and 
relevant questions.’

The students also 
got a chance to work 
at the dispensary and assisted 
the pharmacists with pharmaceutical 
calculations.

Soorju said they were very good at spotting 
scripts errors and worked diligently at whatever 
work that they were given. 

The students also gained experience in medical 
wards where they were each paired with a 
pharmacist and placed in different sections of 
the hospital.

‘They also worked in the burns unit where 
they got a chance to collaborate with OT and 
physio professionals. They enjoyed the multi-
disciplinary collaboration,’ said Soorju.

NEWS:
Pharmacy Students 

Benefit from Clinical 
Training at Newcastle 

Hospital

DCTP Newsletter                                   2019  | 1st Edition | Issue1



22 DCTP Newsletter 

Physiotherapy Graduate at Home doing 
Community Service in Newcastle

Newcastle is a fast-growing centre and I like 
the fact it doesn’t only remind me of home but 
also feels like home, says Mr Lunganathi Hose, 
currently doing his physiotherapy community 
service at Madadeni Hospital in the town.

Hose fell in love with the area when he did Decentralised 
Clinical Training (DCT) programme stints at Newcastle 
Hospital and Madadeni Hospital during his undergraduate 
years.

Hose, who graduated last year, said community service 
gave him the opportunity to work hands on with the 
people and professionals before qualifying.

‘My DCT programme experience was very rewarding,’ he 
said.  ‘My best memory was doing a community project 
at Asimuthande School in Newcastle. They invented an 
indoor game for the blind learners called “go ball”, which 
involved playing catch with a ball that had sound and 
players had to follow the sound to catch it. 

‘We also did a play for the learners and they sang for us.’ 

Hose plans to return to UKZN to complete his master’s 
degree.

AT A GLANCE

1.  Staff accommodation is now available at Empangeni 
and Madadeni. The two bedroom units are fully 
furnished. It is available to all staff members who need 
to stay over at these sites for work purposes. Staff 
are welcomed to use the units on a booking system 

through Musa Kubheka at Madadeni and Bernard 
Mokgosi at Empangeni. Tea and coffee is provided 
but staff are expected to purchase their own food 
and claim through the normal claim system. 
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2.  The DCTP programmes welcomed nursing students 
on the platform. The group joined the programme 
mid-April at Dundee, UMzimkhulu (accreditation 
pending) and Hlabisa hospitals and have placed a 
total of 20 students. 

GENERAL

1. MBChB Programme: The 5th year programme 
commenced on the 14th January 2019 at PMB 
and for O & G and Paediatrics at Queen Nandi. 
However due to insufficient Paediatrics consultants 
at Queen Nandi, few changes have been effected 
in the Paediatrics programme. The Queen Nandi 
students initially spend a week attending lectures in 
Pietermaritzburg before proceeding to Empangeni 
for their four weeks clinical training and then later 
return to Pietermaritzburg for their exam week. This 
arrangement was in place for the first two blocks to 
allow Queen Nandi to resolve staffing issues.                              

2.  Sixth Year Rural Programme

The sixth years’ rural programme started with no 
challenges on the 10th of January 2019. Details of the 
sites are as follows:

Manguzi 2

Mseleni 3

Bethesda 4

Dundee 2

St Andrew’s 6

Eshowe 3

Emmaus 3

Church of Scotland 6

Murchison 3
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3. Nelson Mandela Fidel Castro Cuban (NMFC) 
2018:  The NMFC 2018 programme started on the 
7th January 2019 at their respective sites as per 
2018. Four new students joined the programme in 
January due to late arrival in 2018, making a total of 
99 students.

LOGISTICS

1. Teaching facilities- arrangements to install teaching and skills facilities are underway in Port Shepstone, 
Northdale and Town hill hospitals.

2. Accommodation- process to refurbish the balance of RK Khan Nurses home and possibly Addington or part of 
has been initiated.

3. Greys hospital accommodation now ready for the charging of res fees.

4. Lap tops for Empangeni study area have been provided. 


